Dear Kindergarten Parents,

As you may have heard from your kindergartner, we are beginning a new class project this month.  Last week in class we read the book, Flat Stanley.  In this story, Stanley Lambchop is flattened by a bulletin board and finds there are many advantages to being flat, including being able to travel through the mail to visit his friend in California. 

The kindergartners have all created flat versions of themselves and are ready to send them off on their own adventures through the mail.  Please help your kindergartner mail their flat selves, along with the attached letter and questionnaire to a friend or relative that lives some distance away from Morgan Hill.  Please choose a friend or relative who would be a good host by showing your flat kindergartner around their town or city and taking him/her to local areas of interest.  After the visit, your friend or relative will need to send your flat kindergartner back to you along with the completed questionnaire and, if possible, a photograph from the visit. This is a project we will be doing throughout the year, so there is no time limit.  You can even send your flat kindergartner on several different adventures. Just turn in the questionnaires and photographs when you receive them.  I have enclosed several copies of the letter and questionnaire, but if you need more, just let me know. 

There are several things we are hoping to learn from this project.  First of all, it is a fun and interactive reading comprehension lesson that I know the students will enjoy.  We will also be tying this project in with our Social Studies unit on the United States map.  Each time a flat kindergartner returns from an adventure, we will be tracking his/her travels on our map.  We are hoping to learn about different parts of the country as we enhance our knowledge of geography.    

Thank you in advance for all of your help with this project!  We are looking forward to learning about all of the places that our flat kindergartners travel!
-Miss Von Raesfeld

Dear ____________________________,

My kindergarten class recently read the book Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown. In the story, the main character, Flat Stanley, was flattened by a bulletin board. Although he wasn't hurt, he became flattened. When he wanted to go to California to visit some friends, his family folded him up, put him in an envelope and mailed him to California. What a way to travel!
To help my class learn about our country in a new way, I am mailing a flat version of me to you!  I hope you will be a gracious host and show Flat Me around your town or city during the visit. Please fill out the enclosed questionnaire and send it (along with Flat Me and any photographs you may have taken during the visit) back to my house.  My class, teacher and I can't wait to hear about Flat Me’s adventures with you!

Thank you for helping me with this project. I wish I could fold myself up and visit you too!
Love,

Flat Kindergartner Questionnaire

What is your name?

Where do you live?

What is it like where you live?

What fun things did you do or see with your flat kindergartner?

