WELCOME TO EIGHTH GRADE


I am thrilled to welcome your students to eighth grade, and hope you all had a wonderful summer!  It is a privilege to have this opportunity to assist your child on his/her journey this year.  I believe working with you as partners is the key to success.  Eighth grade is both an exciting and challenging year, and I want your child to be successful.  I am looking forward to preparing your child for their leap to high school.  Our journey will be more enjoyable if we make it together.  Oh, the places we will go!

Who am I?  I graduated with a degree in business from Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo, and worked a wide variety of jobs.  This is the beginning of my 13th year at in teaching, all of them at St. Catherine School.  I started as the music teacher. The second year I became half of the fifth grade team.  We had that team for two years and then I took over fifth grade completely.  I loved fifth grade and enjoyed my years there.  I am now looking forward to my fifth year in eighth grade. My husband works in the nuclear industry, and I have two children, Patrick, who graduated from UC Davis and is also working in the nuclear industry, and Erin, who graduated from San Diego State and in now a dance teacher. 

Curriculum – Eighth grade students will study Religion and all Language Arts with me.  They will study Science with Mrs. Sidebotham, Social Studies with Mr. Lecheler and Math with either Mrs. Lamontagne or Mr. Lecheler.

Religion – Eighth grade religion focuses on Church History.  We will also have many discussions on Morality. Since our religion books are consumable, we will also be focusing on the study skill of highlighting important information in our text books, and using that to study.  In private high schools, students purchase their textbooks and are able to mark them up.  This will be a good skill to prepare students for the future.

Language Arts  - Reading (Literature, Novels, Book Reports, DEAR time), Writing, Grammar (Daily Oral Language [DOL]) vocabulary, speaking and listening.  Book reports will be once a month beginning next week.  There will be a variety of books and book report formats.  Books must always be at least 120 pages in length and a book should be with your student at all times.

Homework – Homework is an extension of what is being learned in class and will be posted daily on the board.  There will be homework every night including most weekends. Any assignment that is not on time will be counted as late, but can be turned in the next day.  After that day it will not be accepted and will receive a zero. (See the Junior High Policies) The students will be responsible for writing the assignments in their Planners, completing the work and having it ready to turn in when they walk in the classroom. It will be considered late after that time.  There is not a central homework board for eighth grade, so students must write down their homework during each class.  This is an excellent preparation for high school. If parents drop off homework in the office, it will be delivered at the end of the day, and counted as late.
Missing Assignments – When a student forgets a homework assignment, or has an incomplete assignment, I will make note of it, but there is no written MA.  The work is due by the next day.  The student will write Late on their paper, date it, and turn it in to the homework bin.  The assignment will be recorded as a missing assignment.  That missing assignment affects the homework grade on the report card.  Every missing assignment that a student receives from any teacher will be recorded and at grading time sent to me.  I will deduct 1% for each missing assignment.  The resulting percentage will translate into the Homework grade on the report card. Please be vigilant, if a student’s Homework grade drops to a C+ or lower he/she will not be eligible for Honor Roll.  If a student’s Homework grade drops below a C (2.0), he/she will not be eligible for any Extra-curricular activities.

Signatures – All graded tests and quizzes will require a parent signature.  That signature will be due the day after I hand back the test.  Signatures will not have their own category.  Instead they will be counted as homework.  Each signature assignment is worth 1 point.    If your student brings the signature in on time, he/she will receive 1 point.  If he/she does not, he/she will receive a 0.  The missing signature will also count against the Homework grade as a Missing Assignment. There is no partial credit for a made up signature.

Grading Scale – The Diocese of San Jose has set a new grading scale for elementary schools.  This scale lines up with the grading scales of the high schools.
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Discipline


In order to promote a successful learning environment, discipline has to be maintained in the classroom.  Our class has rules that need to be followed, and I will use a variety of methods to do this. I will be following the Discipline policy outlined in the Junior High Policies. All students start over each trimester with a clean slate.

Bathroom Use – Students may use the restroom before school, at recess, lunch, or after school.  They will not be allowed to leave the class to use the restroom.  If it is an emergency, they can come to me and tell me and they may be allowed to go at my discretion. 

Uniforms – I expect every eighth grader to be in full uniform every day.  The Uniform Policy is clearly stated in our Parent Handbook.  Any student who is out of uniform will receive a Uniform Violation Form.  This must be signed by parents and returned the next day.  If a student receives a Uniform Violation Form from one teacher, they will not receive one from another teacher that day IF the student can produce the form to prove that they have already received one.  There is one exception to this rule.  All students are expected to have their shirts tucked in before they enter each classroom.  If their shirt is untucked, they will receive a Uniform Violation.  If they are untucked in each class that they attend, they will receive a Uniform Violation slip in each class.  Each Uniform Violation results in a 1% deduction off their conduct grade.  Four uniform violation forms will result in a detention.

Lockers – Returning students received their Locks and Locker assignments today.  All school-related materials should be kept in the student’s lockers.  Students may not attach anything to their lockers with tape or glue.  Students may use magnets and shelves to personalize their lockers.  Students may go to their locker before school, at recess, lunch or after school.  Students should not need to go to their locker during passing periods, and students will not go to their lockers during class time.  Lockers must be locked at all times.

Student Absence


Don’t be absent!!!  We accomplish so much in eighth grade every day that students are at a real disadvantage if they miss even one day, or part of a day.  I have included an 8th grade class schedule so that you can plan appointments when there is a minimum of disruption to your student’s academic success.  If your student is absent you may come in after school and receive that day’s work list and talk to me.  Please call the school and ask them to request homework from all of your student’s teachers.   A REMINDER:  If your child is absent, you must call or email the office on the morning of the absence.

Communication


Communication is the key to our successful relationship.  The best way to reach me is to e-mail me at  squinn@stcatherinemh.org     I check my e-mail several times a day and almost always right before I go to bed.  Nightly homework questions should not be sent to me, because it is possible that I won’t actually see it until too late.  I love e-mail because if there is something that I think needs your attention, I can e-mail you immediately instead of waiting to call you at a later time.  There will be a Friday newsletter for 8th grade most Fridays.  I will be e-mailing these letters to you. I also have a website that will have important information.

If a student has any problem, the student needs to speak with me.  If we can’t resolve it, you will be invited to meet with us and resolve the problem.  If the problem still can’t be resolved, we will go to Mrs. Graham and work on the problem.  There are two more steps that we can take past there, but I have never had to.

Teacher Availability


I am available before school if I’m not on yard duty and after.  Please stop in with quick questions.  If you really need to stop in and talk it is best to make an appointment so that I can give you the time you deserve.  Contacting me by e-mail is an excellent way to reach me.  I check it often during the day and night.  Many times we can quickly resolve problems by e-mail.  squinn@stcatherinemh.org
PLEASE NOTE:  I AM HEAVILY INVOLVED IN OUR SCHOOL MUSICAL.  THIS MEANS THAT I LEAVE THE CLASSROOM RIGHT AFTER DISMISSAL AND ATTEND REHEARSAL.  THAT MAKES ME UNAVAILABLE AFTER SCHOOL UNTIL NOVEMBER 19.  I BEG YOUR UNDERSTANDING IN THIS MATTER.  On the other hand, I am usually here bright and early in the morning, so I would be happy to meet with you during that time.

On the next page is information specifically for 8th graders.

Dear 8th Graders,

Classroom Expectations


In order to ensure that every individual has the opportunity to excel in the classroom, each student must come to class prepared, both mentally and physically.  The following is a list of guidelines for successful behavior in the classroom.


1.
Be on time and ready to work.


2.
Be respectful and courteous at all times.


3.
Take pride in your appearance.


4.
Pay attention and do your best.


5.
Participate in class activities and discussions.


6.
Take pride in the quality and appearance of your work.


7.
Cooperate during group activities and be tolerant of other’s ideas when required.


8.
Ask questions.


9.
Complete all assignments on time.
Entering the room       

All loud voices must be left on the playground.       

Casual conversations should end when entering the classroom.   You must go directly to your seats, check the board for directions, and begin the assignment.       

You must be in their assigned seats within two minutes of leaving your previous class.   

Storing backpacks       

Backpacks may not be kept at desks.  They must be placed on the bookshelves outside the room.

 You need to take portfolios and books to your desks.       

You may not retrieve items from backpacks during class.  

All necessary materials must be kept in portfolios and pouches. 

Required items each day      

--any assignments in progress or due                                   

--independent reading book                                

--portfolio with dividers and plenty of paper                           

--red pen for correcting 

--text books 

--highlighter 

--two pens, either blue or black                         

If you are absent        

Have a sibling or parent see me after school.  I will have a packet ready at the end of the day.

If you need to make up a quiz or a test, you will take it the day you return. It is your responsibility to remind me.

Write “ABSENT” on the top of your assignment and turn it in to the homework box by my desk.       

Any assignments that you do not make up will turn to an “F” and will affect your overall grade.       

Returning papers

Tests will be returned within a week, generally sooner.  All tests will require a parent’s signature, and will be due the next day.  

Classwork and homework will be returned within a week.  No homework or classwork papers may be recycled at school.  If you wish, you may recycle them at home, however I advise you to keep them until the end of the grading period for each trimester. 

If a paper does not have a name on it, it will be placed in the “no name” tray.   No name means no credit.  You will receive a 0 for this assignment.

Headings      

 In the top right corner of your paper, you must write:             

--your first AND last name   AND number          

 --the date             

--subject

In the center of your paper, you must write the page number or title of the assignment.       

Papers without names will receive a zero.

What to write with
      Only blue/black pens may be used for regular class assignments.  No gel pens.

      Assignments done in other colored ink may not be accepted and considered late. 

Textbooks / Workbooks
All hardcover textbooks must be covered by the end of the first week of school.

You will be given one workbook.  If it is lost or destroyed, you must pay for a replacement copy.

Textbooks will be turned in at the end of the year.  If they are lost or destroyed, you will be billed for the replacement cost (approximately $65). 

Exam Policy and Procedures


You will be given ample notice prior to exams and quizzes.  In order to ensure that each student can complete the exam to the best of his/her abilities, you will be expected to follow the guidelines listed below.


1.
Put your name, number and the date on your test.  No name = No credit
Students are required to put the proper heading on exams and quizzes in order to receive full credit.  Exams/quizzes without a name will be given no credit.


2.
Be neat.  If I cannot read it, you will not receive credit.


Enough said.


3.
If it’s not your paper, don’t look at it.
Looking at another student’s exam, talking, or gesturing to other students during an exam will not be permitted and will be treated as an act of cheating.  No form of communication between students will be allowed.


4.
Do not talk for any reason.

Talking will not be tolerated at any point during an exam and will be met with severe consequences.


5.
Cheating of any kind will not be tolerated.
To avoid unpleasant situations, the testing procedures below will be followed:

· Students will not be permitted to leave the room for any reason.

· Students will not be permitted to talk until ALL tests have been completed and turned in.

· When needed students will use folders provided by the teacher to set up a secluded testing area.

Acts of cheating or inappropriate behaviors will be met with severe consequences as stated in the Parent/Student Handbook.

How to figure a percentage for a grade       

Take the number of points you earned on the assignment, and divide that by the number of points that was possible.  Multiply the result by 100, and that is your percentage on the assignment. 

Keeping track of your grades       

Grades will be continuously updated on SchoolOne.  If you have an “F” on an assignment that you are sure you turned in, check your file folder in the classroom, if you find it there bring it to me for a grade.  Next to the file folders are all of the no name papers, if you find it there, you will understand why you have the zero.  

Please sign and return this page no later than Tuesday, August 23.

I have read the 8th Grade Welcome Letter.

___________________________________________

Student’s Signature

___________________________________________

Parent’s Signature

___________________________________________

Student’s Printed Name

