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Believe it or not, it is already the beginning of September!  It was great to see most of you at Back to School Night last night!  I am looking forward to a fabulous year of learning with you and your children!

At the beginning of every month you will be receiving a letter with an update of what we are learning about in 3rd grade.  Attached to these updates will be a packet containing:

· Reading Log

· Poem

· Book Report

These assignments will be due the last day of each month.  You may turn them in early if you like.

The reading log is to be completed and signed for each day your child reads for 20 minutes or more.  Each student is REQUIRED to complete the log for the number of entries assigned.  The assigned days correspond to the number of nights of homework for that month. (This way you can potentially use the weekend to catch up on those days that are extra busy.)  This month every student needs to have 15 entries.  One of the 20-minute entries on the log needs to be a non-fiction book and must be highlighted.  They do not have to read the whole non-fiction book, unless they like it of course. All books read are of your choosing, but should be at your child’s reading level. You can reference the bookmark placed in your Back to School Night folder that addresses using the 5-finger rule when picking a book.  Basically if your child doesn’t know 5 or more words on the first page, the book is too hard.  At the same time if your child knows all the words it is too easy.  Please make reading part of your daily routine if it is not already.  

One way for 3rd grade to work on their listening and speaking strategies is for them to recite poems. Therefore, each month a poem will be assigned to memorize and recite for the class.  She/he may sign up anytime during the month to recite the poem.  There will be 2 poems listed, but only 1 needs to be memorized.  I will give 3 tickets to those who wish to memorize both.

Lastly, a book report form will need to be completed by the end of the month as well.  A book at your child’s reading level needs to be chosen from the reading log.  Your child will use this report for our monthly book sharing activity.  This month they will be creating a story chart.  The directions, along with a sample, are attached.  Since this is a project, I do expect the writing to be free of errors and for it to be your child's personal best work.

For those who are looking to earn extra tickets, I have attached a challenge sheet.  This is optional, extra-credit work.  You may choose to do as many of the activities as you would like.  A ticket will be given for each activity that is completed.  Make sure to circle or highlight the activities on the chart as you complete them. I do ask that you use binder paper and that the work is completed neatly. The work can just be stapled to the back

The monthly projects are due no later than Thursday, September 29th. Those students who turn in all the work in the packet on time receive an extra recess as a reward for all of their hard work.  

Here are our September happenings…

Language Arts

We will begin our Language Arts center rotations.  Our focus will be on the characters and setting, as well as learning how to go back into the text to locate information.  In spelling we will be focusing on long and short vowels, homophones, and suffixes.  We will also write alliteration and cinquain poems. 

Social Studies

We will learn about California’s location as part of a continent, country and state.  The different regions of CA will be discussed, as well as why communities have developed in different locations.

Math

We will be working with numbers to 10,000. The focus will be on place value, rounding, and the properties of addition.

Religion
We will focus on how the Holy Spirit guides us to live as Christians, as well as learn about the Sacraments of Christian Initiation.  We will also discuss our school theme and what it means to “To Act With Justice”. 
At the end of every week we will read and discuss the upcoming Gospel for mass on Sunday.  We will use the Catholic weekly reader, “Good News”, as well as a couple of additional resources that I have found for the Smart Board to help the students connect the Gospels to their daily lives and prepare them for mass on Sunday.  I encourage you to take your children to mass on Sunday in order for them to make this connection.  They always feel so smart when they get to mass realize that the Gospel is about what was discussed in class.
Science

We will be studying the relationship between living things.  What living things need, how they get their food, and that each has a place on the food chain.

I am enjoying getting to know your children!  I am impressed with their enthusiasm and eagerness to learn!  I am looking forward to a great year!

Please contact me if you have any questions!

Mrs. Lee

