August 30, 2011

Dear Parents,


Hola, and welcome back to school.  For fifth grade and new families to the school, my name is Sonya Morley and I live in Gilroy with my husband, 4* children, a dog, a cat, and a snake.  For those of you wondering how it is that I now have 4 children and no turtles, we’re hosting an exchange student from Germany for the year, and the turtles grew much too big for their aquarium and happily went to live in a friend’s pond. 

A bit about my background:  I fell in love with Spanish as an exchange student in Spain leading me to UC Davis for a degree in both Spanish and International Relations and a minor in Linguistics.  I have been teaching both Spanish and ESL (English as a Second Language) for over 15 years.  This is my fourth year at St. Catherine’s and Señora Rousselot and I continue our efforts to build a strong Spanish program.


I hope you all had a relaxing summer and that your children are settling into their new schedules.  I will be instructing your children in Spanish for thirty minutes twice a week, except for 8th grade-they get 45 minutes twice a week.  I look forward to sharing not only the Spanish language with your children, but also the history, culture, and geography of various Spanish speaking countries.


I feel the students’ language abilities grew enormously last year with the use of TPRS-Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling.  The students’ reading and writing improved enormously, and by the end of the year, Spanish began to fall out of their mouths!  Yes, many of the stories in the TPRS program are a little strange and very improbable, but it keeps them interested, and interested students are students that learn..

At the beginning of each unit of study your child will receive a handout with the vocabulary, grammar, and any information for which they will be responsible.  This handout will also serve as a review sheet for tests.  Your child will have advance notice of test dates and I will also post them on our website.  Your child will also have a small homework assignment (no more than 15 minutes) once a week, always due on Tuesday, which he/she can complete online and/or written.  Please see the following page for information on online assignments.  All assignments will be posted on my webpage at St. Catherine’s under “useful files”.


As for required materials, please provide your child with a 1” or 1 ½” 3-ring binder, or a tabbed section in a larger binder and a Composition Book.  This way they can keep their work well organized and easy to access when it is time for Spanish.  They need this binder for class next Tuesday.


To receive credit for this Credit/Non-Credit class, your child must obtain a 74% or higher.  His/her grade is broken down as follows:

Culture 


10% 


Listening Comprehension
15%

Reading Comprehension
15%

Writing


30%

Speaking


30%

I am available for extra help during lunch on Tuesdays and Thursdays.


If you have any questions or if you are from or have visited a Spanish speaking country and would like to share this with your child’s class, please contact me by leaving  a message at the school or emailing me at smorley@stcatherinemh.org.

Sincerely,

Sonya Morley

Spanish Instructor

5th – 8th grade

Online instructions:


I will give students their username and password the first week of Spanish.  They will need to write this down, perhaps on a Post-it Note in their binder and composition book, and on a Post-it Note by the home computer.

1. Students go to www.quia.com.

2. Click on Quia web in the middle bottom part of the page.
3. Enter username and password.
4. Complete their homework.
If your child has a problem logging on or finding the assignment please email me immediately.  I check my email daily and will respond quickly.  

If your student does not have online access but still wishes to do the online assignment they may go to study hall at St. Catherine’s from 3-4 on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday.
