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August 19, 2010
Dear Parents and Students,









Welcome to the new school year, and to music class!  I am looking forward to another great year of Music at St. Catherine School!  Some of our big events include the Advent Program (Dec.), the spring Diocese Choral Festival (March), our school-wide Talent Show (Ma7), and all of our masses and prayer services.  Watch the school calendar for dates and times!
As a music educator, some consider me crazy, other label me second-class educators, and still others will remember me for the rest of our lives.  It is difficult on a day-to-day basis to realize what a difference music makes in the lives of our students.  The percentage who will go on to become professional performers is minute.  However, I believe I can say that all of our students, as consumers of music, will have a deeper appreciation, and hopefully passion, for what they choose to listen to, and be better people for what I give them throughout the year.
Melody is all around us, and that should be music to any parent’s ears. Those music videos or silly songs bring more than just joy to a person’s life. Music holds a symphony of educational and developmental benefits. Researchers believe children who develop an appreciation of music (or even musical skills) show increased self-esteem, concentration, and coordination and goal-setting abilities. What’s more, studies show that the study of music can lead to measurable benefits in reading and math. 

The major goal for Music this year is to bring the magic of music to the students so they recognize the significant role music plays in their lives and the pleasure it can bring.  Our curriculum will encompass a wide variety of learning methods, basic theory, instrumentation, learning the mass parts, cross curriculum teaching, and singing!  We will be watching movies, listening to period music, learning about the theatre and much more.  I will keep all students abreast of activities in the community that could enhance their learning experience throughout the year.  
To begin our year off right I would like each and every Junior High Student and Parent to read and understand what is expected of the student in Music Class.  Please read the attached Agreement and Expectations with your child and return the signed form to me no later than 8/27/10.  Thank you!  These need to be turned into the student’s homeroom teacher.

Again, I look forward to sharing the wonder of music with the students and to another terrific year!

Tamara Hopwood

Music Director

C Ms. Esparza
    Mrs. Quinn/Ms. Sidebotham/Mrs. Rich
INFORMATION AND EXPECTATIONS FOR MUSIC CLASS

1. Music Theory  

Students will be taught grade appropriate basic music theory.  All students are expected to be able to read music in its most basic form in order to participate fully in class.  (3rd, 4th & 5th grades will continue with studying and playing the recorders.)
2.  Singing/Class Participation/Classroom Behavior

We will be singing in many class periods.  All students are expected to participate even if singing is not one of their gifts or their most favorite subject.  We will learn Christian/mass songs, as well as have fun with era songs and seasonal songs.  We will have activities to enhance their knowledge of Music.  Every student will be given a grade based on participation in class as well as participation in school masses, prayer services and programs.  This grade will consist of a + for good participation (100%), a ^ if the student has to be reminded to participate or to follow the classroom rules (75%), and a – if the student has to be reminded more than 2 times in one class period or is asked to leave the classroom for disruptive behavior (0% - Behavior Reflection given).  
Each month students in grades 4-8 will have lessons and activities.  There may be a test/quiz every trimester.  Students in grades 4 and 5 will be given printed information sheets (when available) that they may add to with their own notes during class.  Students in grades 6-8 are expected to take their own notes in class.  The students will be given advanced notice of a planned test/quiz.  There may be pop quizzes throughout the year without advanced notice.
Students need to arrive to class on time and prepared.  Our Music time is very short.  Students in grades 4-8 will need to bring their materials (folder, paper, pencil, or pen) to EVERY CLASS.  Students will not be allowed to return to their homeroom class or lockers for missing materials. 

All behavior guidelines outlined in the Parent Handbook shall be followed.  All Jr. High rules and forms will be adhered to in Music Class in grades 6-8.
All students are expected to treat each other, guests, and the teacher with utmost respect.  Students should never ridicule, tease, or otherwise be interpreted as kidding another student.  We are all one team in Christ.  

Student’s daily grades are affected by their classroom behavior.  No horseplay or bullying will be tolerated.  All students are apprised of the choices for Music Class at the beginning of the year.  They are reminded of these expectations throughout the year if necessary.  They are expected to understand and follow these rules.

3.  Grades

Music is a Pass/No Pass class (70%).  Comments will be noted on Progress Reports and Report Cards.  Parents can access grades on School One at any time.
If no tests are given, Music grade is based on 100% participation and cooperation.

Student:  I have read the classroom expectations and curriculum for Music Class and agree to follow the rules set forth.
Parent:  I have read the classroom expectations and curriculum for Music Class and discussed them with my child.  We agree to all that is set forth above.    Please return this agreement by 8/28/09.

Student’s Name____________________
Student’s Home Room Teacher_________________

Student’s Signature/date 
____________
Parent’s Signature/date______________________




